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Abstract

Royal Titles in Ancient Iraqg

This thesis sheds light on the types of the royal titles which were used
by the earlier rulers and kings of Mesopotamia. It is of great importance for the
researchers and gives an imagination about the nature of the regime and the
stages of its development through the ages. So, the royal titles reflected the status
and position of any of those titles’ holders and their role in leading the society,
their authorities and duties and the looking of people toward them. Also, this
thesis reflected the standing political condition and the way of transition of
authority gradually from the clergymen (priests) to the city rulers, and then to the

kings; that was an ultimate result to change and develop the society.

The cuneiform texts concerned show that the titles used by the rulers
and kings were numerous and differed from a city to another and from an age to
another. Therefore, its study had a great importance in the knowledge of

important aspects of the Mesopotamian kings’ lives.

The thesis is divided into six chapters. The first chapter deals with the
discussion about the earliest functional titles; the way of writing the titles and the
language in which it was used have been displayed through the ages, and the title
EN is referred to as one of the functional titles and the way of writing the title
and the earliest references of its occurrence in the cuneiform texts. Then comes
the explanation of EN’s residence and the entering of the title into many of the
gods’ names, personal names and the names of crafts and works. We also dealt
with using the title through the ages; then, we showed the duties of this title’s
holder. In the second chapter, we deal with mentioning the title “ENSI” and the
earliest occurrence of it, its using through the ages then referring to his
responsibilities. The third chapter is devoted to study the title “LUGAL” which

the most important and widespread and its relation to the city of Ur. Then the



discussion continued about the king’s residence and the use of the title in the
composition of other vocabulary. Later, there is a reference to the title through

the ages, and responsibilities with which it is entrusted.

The fourth chapter is about the study of other functional titles. while
the fifth deals with the appearance of the main functional titles and the stages of
their development through the earliest democratic systems. Then comes the
components of the divine choice as well as the role of the gods in selecting the
king to bestow legitimacy on his rule. The sixth chapter deals with the discussion
about the descriptive titles related to the religious and political aspects and those

which have a personal relation with the king.

Finally, we hope that we have been successful in giving a summary

about the contents of this thesis.
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